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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1799. 



No. XVII; 



TO THE 



PEOPLE OF I RE L A N D. 



„ FRMIT me to» congratulate you,, my countrymen; 
upon the late ever memorable event, which has brobably 
been the means of fecuring your liberty and indepen- 
dence for ever ; and allow mo, at the fame time, to 
make a few observations upon the fubject, which feem 
proper, in order that we may derive folid advantages 
from this happy occafion. 

I make nodoub', that your wife politicians will treat 
with ridicule and contempt the firft and moft obvious 
reflection that-occurs. But as I' am a plain old fafbioned 
man, who think there is fome good in religion, I fee) it- 
my firftduty to exprefs my gratitude to that Supreme 
and Merciful Being who governs the world and decides 
the fate of nations. Already had his gracious Provi- 
dence been fignally manifefted in faving our afflicted 
country from foreign invafion. and domeftic rebellion : 
already had he revealed to us- the interpofition of his 
Providence by commanding the elements to execute his 
will and confounding the imaginations of our defperatc 
enemy. And now,, when the nation fay bleeding and 
exhaufted by a virtuous and noble ftruggle, of which the 
moft bafe and difhonourable advantage was. taken to 
fetter our wearied limbs, he has again mercifully inter- 
pofed, ant) by infpiring wifdom and firmnefs into our 
national councils rescued us from eternal infamy . and 
ruin. Thefe, if any human events are to be referred to 
God, and deferve a iuitable return of praife, are furJy 
among the moil important of life, and. there is no man, 
I' truft, except the avowed atheift who will' not on a 
little thought feel' the fentiment here recommended. 
Perhaps cccafions of this nature are intended' by the 
Ruler of the world to turn our- hearts from the foolifh 
devices of human wifdom to the fourceof all knowledge 
and goodhefs ; at lead it is our bufinefs to conflder them 
in that point of view, and to become in confequence a 
more religious and virtuous people — for to the decay of 
thpfe principles we may in general trace Hie decline and 
fall of nations. ; 

Next to this fentiment of gratitude to heaven, we 
owe fincere thanks and confidence to the virtuous body 
of our parliament, who have, at the hazard of allper- 
fonal advantages, difappointed the ambitious views ana 
refilled the imperious commands of theBritifli minifter. 
If we make a proper ufe of our glorious victory, 
nothing can have a better tendency to reftore a mutual 
good undemanding, between the parliament and people. 



Ft is now proved by a raofl decifive experiment, that 
however the majority of our reprefentatives may in' 
fome inftances of their conduct fail to act up to the 
wifhes or expectations of the people, they are incapa- 
ble of betraying their truft' when liberty^ and the confti- 
tution art at flaked And ds it would be abfurd to require 
perfection in human nature,- wefhall be difpofed to ex- 
cufe thofe leflfer offences, while we are fecure of their 
truth and honour in all cafes of effential or extreme mo- 
ment. There are certainly inftances upon the late 
occafion of the moft: exalted and difintereft public 
fpirit and , attachment to national honour, that 
are to be found in the hiftory of the world.' Several of 
our moft diftinguifhed characters might have-obtained a 
rank and confideration in another country far higher 
than they can ever hope for at home — but they have 
nobly preferred their duty to their intercity and the 
welfare of their country to their own aggrandizement. 
If therefore, we are defirous of maintaining our repu- 
tation as a wife and generous people, weflialMofeno 
opportunity of giving proofs; of returning" confidence 
towards fuch men — we flialf defeat the wicked and in- 
fernal plan of diftruft and diffenfion— we (hall no lon- 
ger look upon them with a jealous eye, -becaufe- they 
have not (hewn a feadinefs to run all lengths with the 
Zealand paffions of the multitude — we fhall not fear to 
commit the deareft interefts of the nation to their wif- 
dom and integrity, afftired as the moft incredulous 
among us muft now be, that they are in heart the true 
and fteady friends of. Ireland. 

There is another point, my countrymen, thatlwifii 
to imprefs upon your minds as materially connected 
with this fubject. By the wifdom and integrity of your 
parliament you have defeated the plot of an infidtous 
and' treacherous minifter ; but do not. fuffer his at- 
tempt to make aiiy alteration in your affections for 
England, who can by no means- be charged with enter- 
taining the fame defigns with him, and probably would, 
on her parr, give a good deal of oppofuion to the 
meafure— for flie well knows, that any benefit of trade 
which fhould be held out to Ireland as a purchafe for 
her -independence, muft To far injure her own com- 
merce — and again, (he could not help looking with 
apprehenfion to the ftupendous encreafe of power with 
which the influx of fo many Irifh members muft invert 
the minifter. Every principle of juftice and honour, 
therefore, demands from us as lively an attachment, 
and aszeajous fervi cestowards England as ever. Nay, I 
will fay that it is peculiarly incumbent on us to prove 
a more marked and unequivocal friendfhip for her, in 
the prefent pofture of affairs, for by this liberal con- 
duct,; we fhall- filence thofe who are always ready to 
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an'il our filler kingdom will be 
made fallible that it as infinitely better to fecure the 
heart of a generous fiiend, than to have the reluctant 
fubmifiion of a difcontenied.flave. ; ln the awful crifis 
cf her affairs, we have taken our.ftandby her fide, wil- 
ling to (hare with her the dangerand glory of the. con- 
tort. Let <us acquit ourfelv.es with that fpirit which is. 
the chara&eriftic of our nation. Let us fhew-our. com- 
mon .enemy, that his attempts upon this country mult 
be ; more -vain than .ever ; for. we have now additional 
motivesto maintain our rights and liberties, in the.con- 
fcious /pofleflion" of a virtuous, independent parliament. 
Let_our union be the union of interefls and honor.— 
And may the - connection upon thefe grounds, lad for 
.ever — may it prove a common- benefit to both— rand ne- 
ver be a (lain or reproach to either.! 

^HAMPDEN. 



.Miunh'^mj 



TO THE 

JEDITORS GF THE ANTI-UNION. 



"Ail the World's a Stage ! 



SlIAKSTEAItE. 



H, 



Calligat & rodendo mores. 



LAVING been one of the audience allured by the 
variety of furprizing.entertainmeTUs advertized in hand- 
bills to be presented on Tuefday Evening laft, the 22d 
inft. at the Royal Circus in .Fojler Place, and finding no 
perfon has yet given. any, critique on the performances 
exhibited that night, I take up my pen to gratify the 
pubiic curiofity, and fatisfy thofe who could not pro- 
cure places on that occafion. 

Being an admirer of dramatic entertainments, and 
anxious for a good feat, I went at an early hour, and 
fqueezed myfelf amidfl the throng into the gallery, and 
found the- houfe, what is dramatically called, a bum- 
per : many beautiful women, equally excited by pa- 
triotifm and the curiofity fo peculiar to the charming 
(ex, occupied the front rows of the boxes, kindly al- 
lowing the gentlemen (as there was hardly (landing 
room) toprefs upon them, .without complaining of any 
inconvenience, as all the ladies were interefted about a 
Union that was to havelrim. performers. 

After a prologue, very well adapted to the occafion, 
(faid to be written by an author famous for, and long 
in, the habits of that kind of compofition) was recited 
by a mod vene rable and refpeclable performer. The cele- 
brated piece, called the Union; or, Ireland divided, was 
then brought forward. I cannot fay the plot was criti- 
cally correal, but the incidents were admirably adapted 



for ft age effc'cl ; — fome of the dialogue breathed a fpi- 
irit of animated eloquence, brilliancy of fancy, "and fire 
of patriotifm, that would have done honour to Greece 
■and Rome in their meridian fplendor! As to the uni- 
ties of time and place, the author, like Shakfpcart, feems 
to have fcorned the rules of the Stagyrire ; for, during 
the reprefentation, he not only tranfported the imagi- 
nation, but the performers, from Ireland to England, 
and then -back again, for purpofes bed known to him- 
felf, of which I mud confefs, I could neither fee the 
propriety or neceflity, us the intereft -of the piece was 
certainly confined to ireland where the fcenc of action 
lay ; — thefe abfurdities, anil the difmiflal of fome old 
excellentperformers for refilling fome difagrecable parts 
allotted them, they being much in favour of the public, 
■ damned the piece completely, though the managers were 
.g[uped into a belief of its fuccefs, having had frequent 
rehearfals, and engaged more performers at a great fit- 
lary, who aflured them, as did the prompter, the. piece 
would do; but it was received by the public with fuch 
marks of contempt and indignation, that when the 
curtain drfcpped, the author begged to withdraw it, pro- 
mising not to hazard a fecond reprefentation ; thus, like' 
the tragedy of Voriigern, palmed on the world as the 
production of ourimmortal bard, the Union was difmif- 
fed from the Irifh (lage for ever, unlefs the public cal- 
led for another rcpreftntation. 

The after-piece, entitled Patriotifm, met with the 
fuccefs and approbation it deferved, and was highly gra- 
tifying to the public. 

The tricks arid deceptions which promifedfo much en- 
tertainment were unworthy of the peifons concerned, 
and too vifible for legerdemain, to excite either fur- 
prife or admiration. 

As to the performance of the fad: and tight rope, the 
fpcclators were equally difappointed, from the puffs of 
the playbill, (which was purchafed with fuch avidity by 
the public). The next time fuch exhibitions are at- 
tempted, the managers ought to remove the preponderat- 
ing weight of lead which evidently appeared atone 
end of the pole during the exhibition of the perform- 
ers on the balance, and which occaftoned fo many falling to 
the ground: 

But they kindly made us amends by the unexpefled 
introduction of animal magnetifm, which by the opera- 
tion of the tongue and motion of the hands, produced an 
irrefiftible impulfe on the audience, throiuing fome into a 
profound fleep, fetting others a toughing, and what is 
more furprifing, gave fuch a voracious appetite tc- 
many, as. to breed a famine in the coffee rooms, to 
which numbers adjourned during fome part of the per- 
formance. 

The young aftor who was expeQcd to leap through a 



